NCRBC Adult Bible Class 13
Title: Making Sure
Purpose: To instruct hearers of the way to make sure whether they really are saved or not. 

 Introduction

1.
Is it possible for a person to sincerely believe that he is a true Christian and on his way to heaven, yet, in reality, he is not?  If you were to ask the Lord Jesus, His answer would be definitely—yes! Mt 7:21-23 (READ).

a.
Note that Christ prophetically envisions people who are so sure that they should be in heaven, that they will even argue against the unfavorable verdict of the Judge concerning them. However, Christ will still not own them as His own. 

b.
And note: not “some” or a “few” but “many”.

2.
So one of the most important questions you should seek to find an answer to is the question, “How can I be sure whether I am a true Christian or not?  How can I  be sure whether I am on my way to heaven or on my way to hell? ” 

3.
To answer this question, you will have to consider the three important factors that influence assurance of salvation.

I.
THE FIRST FACTOR IS RESTING IN THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST AND GOD’S PROMISE.

A.
What does that mean? 

1.
Christ is an all-sufficient Savior. His sacrifice in Calvary is all the sacrifice we need to atone for all of our sins. His righteousness is all the righteousness we need to be declared righteous by God and be given the right to enter heaven. His power is all the power we need to deliver both body and soul from the bondage of sin and death. Now assurance of salvation comes like a reflexive act when a person actually cast all his reliance in Christ and in Him alone for salvation.

2.
This type of assurance is illustrated in 2Tim 1:12 (READ). Knowing the all-sufficiency of Christ, Paul is absolutely convinced that the Savior whom he trusts will ultimately bring him safely to glory. 

3.
Think of Bungee jumping. The moment you leap from the platform you are standing from, you know that only the elastic rope securely tied to your feet will break your fall. But because you trust in that rope, you find enough assurance that you will not dash yourself against the rocks. The same is true when it comes to salvation in Christ. Faith focuses solely upon Christ’s person and work, and finding Him to be an all-sufficient Savior even for the worst sinner, the believer experiences rest and assurance that he has been accepted by God through Christ and that he will safely make it to heaven.

B.
Now this factor that influences assurance of salvation is 
foundational to all the other factors. 

Foundational because we are all sinners before God. Our obedience to God’s law can never merit us the right to enter heaven. Therefore, our only hope of salvation is found in Christ.

Thus if you really trust in Christ, then you are assured of salvation.

II.
THE SECOND FACTOR THAT INFLUENCES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION IS THE PRESENT EVIDENCES OF GOD’S SAVING WORK. 

A.
Although resting in God’s promise is a factor that influences assurance of salvation, yet, it is not the only factor that influences assurance of salvation. For what is assumed in this resting upon Christ as the all-sufficient Savior? It assumes that the person’s faith in Christ is genuine or real. However, does not the Bible teach that there is such a faith that is not genuine or saving? Yes – and this is what James is talking about – James 2:19 (READ).

B.
Therefore, how can you know whether your faith is genuine or not, and that you really have been saved? The inward evidence of God’s saving work. 

1.
It is this method of assurance that John applies in his first letter. 1John 1:5-7 (READ) – “walking in the light” means walking according to the truth. 

2.
Then John enters into specifics. 

a.
The first, 1John 1:8-2:2 (READ) - If we are not dealing biblically with sin, then we are not walking in the light. If we are not walking in the light, then we have no fellowship with God. 

b.
Then note the next specific in 1John 2:3-6 (READ) – It is possible for you to know God (who is the essence of eternal life) and yet not really know for sure whether you really have a saving knowledge of Him. 

c.
Then note the next specific in 1John 2:9-11 (READ). If you do not really love people who have been born again, then you are not a Christian.

d.
Moreover, note another specific in 1John 3:9-10 (READ) “practices sin” or better “lives in sin” 

e.
Then note another specific in 1John 4:4-6 (READ) – “we” refers to apostles. Compare this with 1John 2:18-20 (READ).

f.
Then note another specific in 1John 5:1, 4 (READ) - “believes” present participle “is born of God” perfect passive indicative – But what kind of believing is this? Not just any but the kind that overcomes the world. 

g.
Now what is important to observe here is the nature of the evidences of God’s saving work. They have nothing to do with the gifts of the Spirit but with the fruits of the Spirit. It is possible to have the gifts of the Holy Spirit and yet not really be truly saved. We have the examples of Balaam and Judas. They had the gifts but not the saving work of God.

3.
A word of clarification and caution is in place here. While these evidences confirm salvation in Christ, they play no part in our trust for salvation. For our trust for salvation must be solely in Christ and in Him alone. However, these evidences of God’s saving work but confirm that my faith and saving experience is genuine. 

C.
Therefore, examine yourself in the light of these tests. 2Cor 13:5-6 (READ). If you prove positive, then you know that you have been saved. If not, then you are still in the darkness, and you need Christ to save you.

III.
THIRD FACTOR THAT INFLUENCES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION IS THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

A. The Key Text is Rom 8:16 (READ). Here Paul speaks of a personal witness of the Holy Spirit with our own spirit.

However, we must not think of this witness of the Holy Spirit as something that is independent from the evidences of His work in changing our hearts and lives. For what does Paul say earlier? READ vs. 12-14—that’s the evidence of a changed heart and life.

But in close connection with those evidences of His working in changing our hearts and lives, He Himself will testify with our spirit that we are indeed God’s children. We will experience that liberating experience that indeed we have become God’s children.

Illustration:  A child who have been asked by his teacher—4 + 4. The student with some degree of certainty and yet with still some hesitancy answers—8?. Then the teacher says—”Yes” That will remove all hesitation!. So also the Spirit bears witness with our spirit. Seeing the evidence of the Spirit’s work in changing our hearts and lives, we might still have some hesitation about whether we are really God’s own or not. Then the Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are indeed God’s children. 

B.
No experience is more blessed than this one.

1.
It is like heaven on earth. It is like feeling God’s invisible hands embracing and assuring you that you are His child. 

2.
Although this is not something that the Spirit constantly gives, and yet there are moments, when a Christian really needs it, that the Spirit gives it. 

Conclusion


So in the light of these three factors, ask yourself the question: Am I a true Christian? Have I been saved by Christ? If you are not, then come to Him. If you are not sure, then go to Him just the same. 









